#GivingTuesday Story: MARCIN GORTAT AND THE MG13 FOUNDATION

A Slam Dunk for the Polish Community
Marcin Gortat and the MG13 Foundation’s Basketball Camps

Marcin Gortat established his foundation in
October 2009. His goal was and still is to help
young people in fulfilling their sport dreams. The
Foundation achieves its goals mainly by:
U Organizing camps and trainings for kids and
youngsters (Marcin Gortat Camp);
UÊ Granting scholarships for those being in a
tough situation and for particularly talented
students;
UÊ Organizing sports classes (Marcin Gortat’s
school of sports, school leagues, streetball
tournaments);
UÊ Providing sports equipment and buying
new equipment for schools and institutions
dealing with youngsters.
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According to the Center for Social and
Economic Research in Warsaw, since 1980,
alcoholism and poverty are correlated factors
and have risen considerably. Aware of this
stark reality, the MG 13 Foundation believes
that it has the opportunity to have a positive
impact on these issues by conducting

important to contribute to Polish society in
a meaningful and powerful way - this meant
channeling their focus on the nation’s youth
so they have the opportunity to develop
their passion for basketball and have access
to adequate facilities, training and schools.
Aiming to carry out this vision, the MG13
Foundation held its first basketball camp
in September 2009. The camp was so
successful that by 2012 the foundation was
organizing and staffing eight separate camps
in cities such as Krakow, Lodz, and Warsaw.
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coaching staff as well as national Polish team
coaches, giving the participants an excellent
opportunity to hone their skills by learning
from the best.

that the MG13 Foundation has committed
to is the establishment of the School of
Sports for underprivileged Polish youth to
help them reach their goals in both sports

As participants sharpen their basketball
skills, both the camp coaches and Marcin
Gortat choose the “most improved players”
and “most valuable players” from each of
the camps. After the selection process, the
winners compete in a MVP skills challenge,
in which a male and female MVP finalist
are selected to play during the halftime of
the final basketball game between Marcin
Gortat’s Team and Team Polish Army - a
team featuring active army soldiers and
veterans.

and education. With the assistance of the
Lodz Department of Sports, the school
provides free classes, including 12 hours
of physical education in volleyball, football
(soccer), basketball, and other sports, while
the foundation also assists in building
and maintaining facilities for sports. This
initiative gives local youth access to a wellrounded education and provides the same
opportunities as children that come from
higher income families have.
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Inclusive Basketball
While education, community engagement,
and basketball skills development are
key outcomes of the MG13 Camps, the
foundation is also a big supporter of people
with disabilities. An overlooked social issue
in Poland, the foundation conducted its first
camp for disabled people in Krakow in July
2015. Supported by the Ministry of Sport
and Tourism of the Republic of Poland, the
foundation held basketball camps tailored for
the Polish disabled youth to raise awareness
and build empathy in the Polish community.
As a result of this successful initiative, the
foundation is expecting participation to
increase and attract more sponsors and
media attention, putting a much needed
spotlight on this issue.
With all of the impactful and meaningful
programs that MG13 Foundation has
established, the organization has touched
the lives of thousands Poland, offering them
a sense of belonging to their community and
empowering the Polish youth to rise above
challenges and truly find hope in hoops.
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