WITH U.S. TIED FOR FIFTH IN CHARITABLE GIVING BEHAVIOR, CAFAMERICA OUTLINES FIVE WAYS TO BE SMART ABOUT RESOLVING TO DONATE MORE IN 2011
Just in Time for New Year’s Resolution-Making, Tips Outlined for First-Time Givers and Long-Time Donors Who Want to Step Up Their International Charitable Contributions in More Effective Ways
WASHINGTON, D.C.//December 15, 2010//After the “World Giving Index 2010” (WGI 2010) report was issued in September showing the United States ties for fifth place with Switzerland in terms of charitable, more Americans may be planning to resolve to  give more in the New Year.
As the time for New Year’s resolutions quickly approaches, the Charities Aid Foundation America (CAFAmerica) offers the following solutions for active philanthropists already engaged in giving to charities overseas, and to other Americans who are interested in test-driving a charity and becoming first-time donors:

CAFAmerica CEO Susan Saxon-Harrold said:  “The impulse that many who know of the World Giving Index 2010 ranking for the United States will feel is to want to find some way to give more.   If donating more is going to be one of your New Year’s resolutions, our message is that you need to do your homework, use the tools provided by CAFAmerica and other organizations, and think about how to give in a way that will achieve a maximum impact, rather than scattering you contributions thinly on several fronts.”
CAFAmerica outlined the following tips for those who plan in 2011 to either start giving or to step up their donations:

1. Focus on a charity that makes sense for you.  Charities have an obligation to provide detailed information to interested donors. Never give to a charity you know nothing about.  You may wish to pick a charity or an initiative in one field of interest and in one geographic area and then stick to it. To get started finding a charity that is a good fit for you, go to http://www.cafamerica.org/cafa/SearchModule/NpPublicProfileSearch.aspx.  This Web tool allows you to search approximately 1,000 charities by nation, region, focus (religion, education, social services, health and medical research, the environment) and other key factors.   Beyond the organizations documented in CAFAmerica’s online tool, donors may also select a target for giving from more than 100,000 charities around the world, and opt to make donations to the eligible organization of their choice. 
2. Consider giving more to fewer charities.  If you do give to many non-profits, consider donating larger sums to fewer organizations.  In the world of small- and medium-size charities, a $1,000 donation to one charity may achieve a much bigger impact than $100 given to each of 10 different charities.  This is not to say that someone has to give more than $100 to make a difference, and there is no right or wrong answer about which charity you should give to and at what level.  However, it is generally true that, for those who can afford to do so, a few large gifts will generate a bigger impact than several small gifts.

3. Do your homework and donate safely. There is no substitute for due diligence when it comes to international charitable giving.  Donors who give via CAFAmerica can be reassured that any foreign or U.S. charity that they want to support will be reviewed to make sure that funds are used for their intended purpose.  We get answers to these questions:  How long a charity has been working?  What risks are associated with giving to a specific country?  Can we independently verify a charity’s mission?  These are a few of the many questions we ask before we make an advised grant.  As a donor you should also ask questions before you give.  Ask about the charity in which you are interested and find out more about it.  Talk to friends, family and neighbors, and use the internet to learn more about a charity or issue that interests you.  Ask the charity about its achievements, what has failed, and how it is financed.  Many charities provide some of this information online or you can email them.  If they are being transparent they will tell you.  Then you will be able to find out whether the charity is likely to use your gift wisely.  If you're interested in a major donation to a charity or for an initiative in a country then there is no substitute for seeing their work in action.  So consider making a visit or a country tour to find out what you really would like to support. 

4. Focus on sustainability – not “one shot” giving.  If you are considering a larger donation, it’s important to think about what happens after your money is spent by a foreign charity. Do the services offered decline?  Do programs get dismantled?  This is why “sustainability” is increasingly an important issue for donors who don’t want to see their gift go to waste.  Think about the long term by asking the charity how they spent your gift and what was achieved by it. 

5. Review your giving regularly.   Look back over the past year and ask the tough questions:  Did you fulfill your goals for cross-border giving?  Do you need to make changes?  Do you need more help in establishing your goals?  If so, what worked and what will you change for next year?  It’s important to avoid the “check off the box” syndrome of international charitable giving, where you simply go back each holiday season to the same charities and write them the same check as the previous year.

For more details about the World Giving Index 2010 findings, go to http://www.cafamerica.org/dnn/Portals/0/Press%20Releases/World%20Giving%20Index%20Final%20Report.pdf on the Web.
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